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The 2019 Trailblazer

The Bunn Family*

For almost 180 years, the Bunn Family has played a role
in Springfield, providing jobs, leadership and innovation
to the local, regional and national economy.

Starting with brothers John W. and Jacob, Sr., arriving in
Springfield in 1840 from New Jersey to open a grocery
store, these friends of Mr. Lincoln expanded to banking,
railroads, newspapers, The Springfield Watch Company,
and the Springfield Iron Company.

John W. served four terms as City Treasurer and treasur-
er of the University of Illinois from its founding in 1859
until 1898.

For more than 70 years, Springfield Marine Bank was led
by a Bunn – John W.; Jacob, Jr.; George W., Sr.; George
“Gib” W., Jr.; Willard “Bunch” Jr; and Willard “Googan” III.

Jacob, Jr. helped found the Sangamo Electric Company
and George R. Bunn created Bunn-O-Matic.  Arthur “Hy”
Bunn has led the expansion to beverage dispensers of
any type.

The family has been ardent supporters of many charities
and civic efforts, providing leadership for many including
the founding of the Lincoln Library, Springfield College in
Illinois, St. John’s Hospital, the Springfield Art Associa-
tion, Sangamon State University, SIU School of Medicine
and the Friend of the Homeless (now the Family Service
Center).

Camp Bunn, Boy Scouts of America

In the mid 1960’s, faced with an exploding population, the
Abraham Lincoln Council had outgrown the 80-acre
Camp Illinek on Lake Springfield.

The Boy Scout Board began an effort to find a new camp,
eventually piecing together a 640-acre parcel near Het-
tick, IL.  George Reagan Bunn donated the lead gift to
make this purchase possible.  This year, we celebrate the
Fifty-Year Anniversary of the 1969 property acquisition.
The first camp season was held in 1971, under the name,
Camp Self Reliant.

With George’s blessing, the camp was renamed Camp
Bunn in 1973, in honor of his parents, Willard and Ruth
Regan Bunn, Sr.

*History drawn from Sangamon Co. Historical Society
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Auction Item Donation Form

__________________________________________
Donor (Individual and/or Business)

__________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________
City, State, & Zip

__________________________________________
Phone

__________________________________________
Email

Donation:                          Value: $______________
Please give a detailed description - attach a  separate sheet
if necessary.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
Recognition given in the program and by the auction item.

Pick-Up/Delivery
(Needed by Friday, Sept. 13th)

q  I will deliver to:
 q Council Office
 q Other_________________________________

q  Please pick up:

     Date___________________________________

     Location________________________________

 q Contact me to schedule a pick-up.

q  For certificate:
 q  I will provide a certificate.
 q  I would like BSA to prepare a certificate.

Return form to:
Abraham Lincoln Council

Boy Scouts of America
5231 South Sixth Street Road, Springfield, IL  62703
Phone 217.529.2727 ● Fax 217.529.5786

AskAbe@Scouting.org ● www.alincolnbsa.org
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Thank you for your interest in the Abraham
Lincoln Council, Boy Scouts of America’s
2019 Trailblazer Award and Auction, honoring
The Bunn Family.

The auction is a key part of the underlying
purpose of the dinner - raising funds to
support our program, which delivers the values
of Scouting to more than 3,000 young people
in the nine county area around Springfield.

Auction items large and small are appreciated.
Everything from the use of vacation homes to
gift certificates for fuel or food are welcomed by
our dinner participants.  Bids on auction items
average more than 80% of face value.

We appreciate your support as we continue to
make a positive impact on our youth.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. O’Brien
Scout Executive

Trailblazer Award
Dinner & Auction
September 20, 2019

President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, Springfield

Presented by:
Abraham Lincoln Council, Boy Scouts of America

Honor, Duty, Service, God, and Country

For more than 100 years, the Boy Scouts of America
have helped young people grow to be adults who
practice the virtues of honor, duty, and service to God
and country.

While the mission of building community leaders and
adults with integrity remains the same, the Scouting
program continues to expand. In 2019 the first female
Scouts BSA Troops were formed, opening our program
to all youth. Scouts can also learn about math, science,
and engineering in addition to camping and caring for
the environment.
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