
Abraham Lincoln Council      Boy Scouts of America 
 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
April 18, 2017 

 
The Executive Board of the Abraham Lincoln Council, Inc., Boy Scouts of America met in 
regular session on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at the Scout Center on South Sixth in Springfield.  
President Scott Winders called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm.   
 
Larry Stowers gave the invocation. The board joined together in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
  
A quorum was present.  Those in attendance were: 
Tom Baker  
Chuck Callahan 
Crystal Correa 
Brian Denney 
Hans Distlehorst 
Earl Forrler 
Karen Hoelzer 

Arlan Juhl 
David Laubersheimer 
Nasar Nallamothu 
Dan O’Brien, SE 
Paul Palazzolo 
David Reid 
Ken Reid 

Charlie Rice 
Logan Schlipf 
Gary Schwab 
Larry Stowers 
Steve White  
Bob Williamson 
Scott Winders

 
Those unable to attend were: 
John Childress 
Grady Chronister 
John Comerford 
Mark Cullen 
Don Farrimond 
Bruce Ferry 
Craig Fiorito 
Curt Floyd  
Rich Garber 
Jennifer Gill 
Steven Gourley 

Roger Hardy 
Terry Harter 
Damon Hofstrand 
Mike Houston 
Franziska Huettner 
Paul Kay 
Cynthia MacKenzie 
Mike Meyer 
George Preckwinkle 
Ron Riggle 
David Risley 

Richard Schien 
H. Dale Smith 
Tracie Smith 
Ray Stroh 
Robert Stuart, Jr. 
Andy Van Meter 
Brad Ware 
Kurt Wilke 
Joe Williams 
Randy Witter

   
Summary of Decisions and Actions Taken: 
 
1. Minutes of the March 21, 2017 Executive Board were approved (Juhl, Nallamothu, MSC). 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report: Craig Fiorito was closing out the tax year and unable to attend.  Scott 

Winders reviewed the statement of the council for the end of March.  Operating Income 
through the end of last month was $129,683 compared to $109,417 last year and a budgeted 
amount of $101,468. Expenses were $179,302, compared to $172,031 last year and a 
budgeted amount of $171,215. The bottom line is -$49,619, compared to a minus $62,214 
last year and a budgeted -$69,747. The biggest differences were Friends of Scouting is 
down about $5,000 (timing) and a shift to recognize investment income on a quarterly basis, 
rather than twice a year.   Accepted (Laubersheimer, Palazzolo, MSC). 

 
3. The installation of the new server hit snags on linking several computers to the system, 

resulting in an additional cost of $1,275.  Authorization requested to release the required 
funds from the future need account. Approved (White, Forrler, MSC). 

 



4. While we had discussed and approved adopting council committees, board and staff conflict 
of interest policies and Scout Executive Authority, Dan asked that we reconfirm them for the 
record.  Copies of these resolutions were attached to the board packet sent out electronically 
and a copy will be attached to the minutes of record. Adopted (Rice, Laubersheimer, MSC). 

 
Summary of Reports and Discussions: 
 
1. Membership and District Operations:  VP John Childress was in Washington, DC on 

government business.  Dan reviewed membership statistics as of today, compared to March 
31, 2016.  Cub Scouting is down 5.4%, Boy Scouting is down 4.5%, Venturing and Exploring 
are down 21.4%. Overall we are down 7.9%, with a gain of 13 units.  Several of the units are 
still expected to recharter, but it has been a slow year.   
 

2. Council Commissioner Don Farrimond has a conflict tonight, but Scott Winders reported that 
we are down eight units rechartering today compared to the end of March last year.  Our 
Commissioners to Unit ratio is flat. A discussion was held regarding Youth Protection 
Training and how to improve our record beyond the low to mid 90% range.   It is an ongoing 
challenge, as people’s certification expires two years from completion, no matter what date 
of the month that was.  It requires constant vigilance on the part of many people –training 
volunteers, commissioners, the registrar and district executives.  
 

3. Finance:  Friends of Scouting is down by about $4,000 from this date last year.  Honest Abe 
is up $500 from last year while Lincoln Home is even. Log Cabin/ Railsplitter is down about 
$7,000.  
 
The Pancake & Sausage Breakfast ended with a net income of $5,835, down about $400 
from last year. 

 
4. Program: Senior Vice President David Laubersheimer reported that he and the 3 VP’s 

related to program are meeting regularly, developing a questionnaire for troops to determine 
why they attend or don’t attend Camp Bunn Summer Camp.  It is to the stage that it will be 
shared in draft form for others to give their input to.   
 

a. Activities:  Vice President Charlie Rice  
i. Lincoln Pilgrimage: April 28th weekend, chaired by Paul Palazzolo.  Paul 

announced that they were excited to share that Governor Bruce Rauner would 
provide the keynote talk on April 30th.  Attendance is looking good, but more 
help would be welcome.  Let Paul know if you are available and when.  The 
Sunday program starts at 10 with the War Memorial service, followed by the 
Pilgrimage at 12:15.  Anyone is welcome and help can arrive anytime from 9 
on. 

ii. Superhero Camporee and Orienteering Meet: Chair Arlan Juhl reported that it 
would be held May 19-21 at Camp Bunn.  Scouts are being encouraged to 
dress as their favorite superhero for the event. 

 
b. Camping: Vice President Steve White reported that the committee is meeting this 

coming Thursday.  The committee is still seeking a volunteer to run the day camps. 
 
c. Training:  Vice President Larry Stowers reported that he had 16 participants in 

Scoutmaster/ Assistant Scoutmaster training’s first session.  14 returned for the 



second session.  The outdoor portion will be held May 12 and 13th.  We also hosted a 
Seabadge Course for the region with Dan O’Brien as the Course Director. 

 
5. Properties:  Vice President Tom Baker reported that preparations for summer programs are 

underway as we prepare for annual assessments.  The Sailing Training Center has had 
some minor repairs and repainting on the interior.  Rotary Lodge has had rock installed on 
the perimeter.  They’ve received a $2,000 grant toward upgrading the rifle range at Camp 
Bunn.  He will present a proposal in May.  If anyone is interested in work projects at the 
camps, let Tom know so he can include them on notices. 

 
6. President’s Comments: President Winders commented on the recent Fireside Chats held in 

Lincoln Home and Log Cabin/ Railsplitter Districts.  Good conversation was shared and we 
picked up some ideas on social media. 

 
7. Scout Executive’s Comments: Dan shared that the Chief Scout Executive has called a 

meeting of Scout Executives for May 4th.  The topic was not disclosed, but the desire for 
attendance was strong enough that national is helping cover the airfare. Dan also elaborated 
on the recent Seabadge Course hosted for the region.  We had 32 participants from 17 
councils, two regions and six areas.  It was too large of a group for Camp Illinek, so it was 
held at Lake Springfield Christian Assembly Camp.  He thanked Larry Stowers for joining 
them for the weekend to serve as the photographer, taking 1,400 photos.   

 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 pm.  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Daniel A. O’Brien 
        Scout Executive 
 
Approved: ___________________________Date___________ 
        Scott Winders, President 


